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INTRODUCTION
Boise is one of the fastest growing cities in the
United States. While this immense growth
provides opportunity for economic and cultural
development, it also comes with various growing
pains. For example, the rapid growth has strained
student housing availability in the Boise
metropolitan area. This study will examine Boise’s
student housing availability, explore its effects on
students and their pursuit of higher education, and
finally, provide recommendations on how to
combat these issues.

METHODS
With a focus on the direct impact that a Boise
housing shortage has on students, we approached
answering our research questions by gathering data
from two areas: A survey and local public datasets.
The survey collected quantitative and qualitative
data pertaining to the off-campus housing
experience of BSU students including location,
price, means of transportation, income, and more.
The local public datasets were used to supplement
the data collected from the survey with various
metrics of the Boise housing market.

ANALYSIS OF THE SURVEY
STUDENT DISTANCE FROM CAMPUS & ITS EFFECTS

● In 2015 in ADA county, average single family
homes sold for $264,472. Today homes with
similar characteristics are selling for $451,144.
This price increase is the result of dwindling
supply, with existing home sales increasing from
2015 - 2020 by only 1.5%. On the other hand, the
supply of newly constructed homes from
2015-2020 has experienced an increase of 137.7%.
● Additionally, robust population growth is fueling
demand. Combined, these factors above are
attracting out of state investment further increasing
competition for homes and resulting in soaring
prices. (Source 1)
● Based on university data, cost of university living
accommodations has increased 10.8% annually
for the previous 5 years. during the 2019/2020
school year, the average student paid $5,197 on
housing alone. (Source 2)

This study conducted a survey amongst 61 current
BSU students to determine various questions
regarding housing, the supply, and cost of it to
themselves and other students alike. According to the
data collected, we can conclude that the overall
housing supply in Boise is decreasing while cost is
increasing and landlords are passing a significant
portion of the costs onto students. However, housing
availability on or near campus remains a priority for
students. These results led us to recommendations
for Boise State and the City of Boise to support
students while Boise’s population grows.

Our survey results indicate that 56.6% of
students live within one mile of campus,
28.3% live between 1 and 5 miles, 7.55%
live between 5 and 10 miles, 3.77% live
between 10 and 15 miles, 1.89% live
between 15 and 20 miles, and 1.89% live 20
or more miles away from campus. The pie
chart below shows the amount of time
students spend on campus per week in
2019 with the majority of students spending
between 10 and 25 hours on campus per
week.

HOUSING PRIORITIES
When asked to rank the importance of 4 factors in
determining housing choice, students rated
affordability highest, followed by convenience in
location, amenities, and living space size. When
asked to rank 5 issues with finding acceptable
housing, students rated unaffordability highest,
followed by the lack of housing in Boise overall,
the lack of housing near campus, poor quality of
housing, and the insufficient housing near public
transport.

LOW HOUSING SUPPLY, HIGH COST

STUDENTS AND LANDLORDS
Through our survey data that we have gathered that
37.7% of individuals were explicitly asked
whether they were a student or not. Whereas
19.67% were not asked and 42.62% cannot recall.
Interestingly, 56.67% responded that they needed a
cosigner for their housing, 31.67% did not, and
11.67% did not recall. Therefore, it seems that
landlords are more concerned with guaranteeing
that rent will be paid rather than if the individual is
a student or not.

RESULTS

RECOMMENDATIONS
● Scheduled rent increases in university housing so
families are better able to estimate the cost of
living in Boise as a student
● Allocating university funds to charge students rent
as a portion of their income rather than a flat rate
for all students
● Ada County expanding cash payments to low
income families to help them compete with rising
single family home prices and filter up and out of
apartment rentals (currently the waitlist for
Housing Choice Vouchers through BCACHA is
full) (Source 3). This could also include grants for
rural Idaho families with children in school at BSU
to help them afford housing near campus.

LIMITATIONS
There may be bias in data results for students living near
campus due to our distribution methods. We were not
permitted to survey via email so instead we used posters
on campus, Facebooks groups, and on-campus canvassing
to reach respondents. Our distribution methods also led to
a low response rate overall limiting the scope of our data.
In addition, every question on the survey was optional
and thus left us with low response rates on some
questions results.The survey questions were also designed
assuming respondents were renting their housing which
may have excluded homeowners.
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